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What Was London Like After the Great Fire?

On Friday 7th September 1666, the fire was almost out. It had
been burning for five days

‘The wind wasn't blowing so hard any more and people could
see what the city looked like.

Homes destroyed

The air was grey with ashes and smoke. Over 13,000 houses
and 10 churches had been destroyed. Thousands of people
had run into the fields and hills around London to escape
from the fire, and now they had nowhere to go. Some people
left London. Poor people lived on the streets and begged for
money.

Homes rebuilt

After a while, some people were given work. They had to clear
up the mess left by the fire. Then builders started to build new
homes. The govermment said that all new buildings had to be
built out of brick or stone instead of wood.
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Tickthree things we know about 7th September 1666 from the firt three
sentenc

The Great ire of London started
The wind was blowing lss hard.

The fre went out.

People could see what the ity looked like. []
The fre had been burning for fve days. [

How many homes were destroyed by the Great Fire?

*Over 13,000 houses and 10 churches had been destroyed.
d “destroyed” mean i this sentence? Tick one.

rebuilt

bumed or knocked doy

left empty

abit damaged

What information does the last heading introduce?

Why do you think the government sad that all new homes had to be made of
brickor stone instead of wood?

D0 you think it would have been sensibe to stay in London after the fire? Explain
your answer
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£ Practice text: What Was London Like After the Great Fire? Cracking the questions

Question Answer CD/Mark Useful strategies
T Tick hree things we know about | = The wind was bowing les hard 0 Question focus: dentify information
7th September 1666 from th frst |« People could see what the it looked ke
three sentences * The fir had been burning for five days.
[] The Great Fire of London stated.
[ The wind was blowing less hard.
[ The fire went out.
01 People could see what the ity
looked ke
] The fr had been burning fo five
days.

1 mark Rermind the chiren tha, for most comprehension actvites, the questions

are i the same order s the Information, 5o questions a the begining of
the page are sbout the beginning of the text.
Telthe chidren:
+ to ead the question dowly and carefully
to underline the numbers in the queston. It easy o forget them
the question tlls them where n the tex to look for the answer
o read the first three sentences carefuly
o read each of the statements i the question and compare the to the
information inthe text

9pIND s.atpeal uoIsuaIdWO Bupper)

All answers must be correct for the mark to be given.
Fow many homes were destroyed Question focus:identify information.
by the Great Fire? « Tell the chldren to read the question slowly and carefull.
+ Tell them to use the headings to help work out which part ofthe text to

read.

Once they have found the words, they should read carefully unti they

have found the nformation they need to answer the queston
+ Tell them to copy the numberfrom the text carefully.

Over 13,000 houses and 10 | Bumed or knocked down Question focus:draw on vocabulary (o understand text.
churches had been destroyed.”
What does the word “destroyed
nat docs the word Jestroyed + tead the queston slowly and carefully, thinking about what s being

asked of them
+ scan the text for the word *destroyed” and read the ines around the
bumed or knocked down word
left emply think about what they can leam about buldings that were destroyed
atidumaged + teread the options in the question
+ choose the one they think s the best descrption.

What information does the st | Homes were being rebult afterthe fire. Question focus: identfy the orde of nformation.
heading introduce?

°

Telthe chidren to:

rebuit

Telthe children to:

+ tead the queston slowly and carefully
ook for the as heading and read it then consider wha i refers to.
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Practice text: What Was London Like After the Great Fire? Cracking the questions

Question Answer CD/Mark Useful strategies
5. Wny do you think the S0 there would never be another i lie this | 1d Question focus: make inerences.
government said that alnew | one.  mark + Tel the children to read the question slowly and carully.
Homes had to be made of brick o + Where n the text o they think they wilfind tis nformation”
stone instead of wood? « Tellthem hisis 2 “why do you think?" question - that means the
answer won't be n thetext tey hav to use information i th text to
inform thir opinions.
D0 you think it would Pave been |+ Yes — because the new houses were made Question focus: make infeences.
sensible tostay in London after | of stone s they wouldn't bum.
the fre? Explan your answer. | No-— because it was destroyed and there
were poor people begging for money. * to read the queston sowy and carefuly
 tisis  “do you think?” queston - that means the answer won't be
in'the text:they have to use information inthe text o inform their
opinions
 the question refers tothe whole o th text 5o they will need to read it
il o find information to use n the answer. Award an additional mark
for areasonabe explanation
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