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Q1:	 What was the farmer going to do in the farmyard?

A1:	 Feed the animals.

Strategy: 	 Ask the children to listen to the beginning of the audio to hear again the 
opening of the story and to raise their hands when something in the story tells 
them the answer to the question. Draw their attention to ‘What’ and point out 
that ‘What’ asks for a thing, not a time, person or place.

Q2:	 Which animals does the text talk about?

A2:	 Cows, goats and hens.

Strategy: 	 Ask the children to listen again to the relevant part of the story and to raise their 
hands when they hear the answer to the question. Point out that the question 
asks for the names of animals, so one animal name will not be enough.

Q3:	 What is the farmer going to do after she has looked after the animals?

A3:	 Go to bed.

Strategy: 	 Ask the children to listen again to the second part of the story. What does it tell 
us about what the farmer is going to do?
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	 Practice text

Tim had a red van for his 
job. He put wax on it.

Oh no! The van had a bang 
and a bash. Tim was sad.  

He had tears on his cheek.

Then, Tim got a posh car.  
He put polish on it. 

He was not sad.

Tim’s Van
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	 Practice questions

Tick  ✓  a box to answer each question.

1.	The man is

	 Tim.	 

	 Tom.	 

	 Sam.	 

2.	The man had a

	 car.	 

	 van.	 

	 book.	 

3.	Did the van get a bang and a bash?

	 Yes            No    

4.	The man was sad. He had

	 a long beard.	 

	 wax in his hair.	 

	 tears on his cheek.	 

5.	Then, Tim got a posh

	 chair.	 

	 van.	 

	 car.	 

6.	Choose a word to complete the sentence: 

	 Tim put  on his posh car.

	 red

	 wax

	 polish

Tim’s Van



	 © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2016	 31

Year 1 Unit 4 • Book Band Red	 Cracking Comprehension Teacher’s Guide

Pr
ac

ti
ce

 t
ex

t:
 T

im
’s

 V
an

		
C

ra
ck

in
g 

th
e 

qu
es

ti
on

s
C

hi
ld

re
n 

sh
ou

ld
 w

or
k 

in
de

pe
nd

en
tly

 o
r 

in
 p

ai
rs

. T
he

 P
ra

ct
ic

e 
te

xt
 c

an
 b

e 
ph

ot
oc

op
ie

d 
fr

om
 p

ag
es

 3
2 

an
d 

33
.

Q
ue

st
io

n
A

ns
w

er
Fo

cu
s

St
ra

te
gy

1.
	

Th
e 

m
an

 is
Ti

m
. ✓

1b
R

ea
d 

th
e 

se
nt

en
ce

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
. H

ow
 d

o 
yo

u 
th

in
k 

th
is

 s
en

te
nc

e 
sh

ou
ld

 e
nd

? 
R

ea
d 

al
l o

f 
th

e 
id

ea
s.

Th
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 a
re

 u
su

al
ly

 in
 t

he
 s

am
e 

or
de

r 
as

 t
he

 e
ve

nt
s 

in
 t

he
 s

to
ry

.

R
em

em
be

r 
th

e 
qu

es
tio

n 
w

hi
le

 y
ou

 r
ea

d 
th

e 
be

gi
nn

in
g 

of
 t

he
 t

ex
t 

ag
ai

n.
 

W
ho

 d
oe

s 
it 

sa
y 

th
e 

m
an

 is
?

2.
	

Th
e 

m
an

 h
ad

 a
va

n.
 ✓

1b
R

ea
d 

th
e 

se
nt

en
ce

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 c

ar
ef

ul
ly

. H
ow

 d
o 

yo
u 

th
in

k 
th

is
 s

en
te

nc
e 

sh
ou

ld
 e

nd
? 

R
ea

d 
al

l o
f 

th
e 

id
ea

s.
 O

ne
 o

f 
th

e 
an

sw
er

s 
(c

ar
) 

is
 t

ry
in

g 
to

 t
ric

k 
yo

u.
 Y

ou
 h

av
e 

to
 r

ea
d 

th
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 c
ar

ef
ul

ly
. R

em
em

be
r 

th
e 

qu
es

tio
n 

w
hi

le
 y

ou
 r

ea
d 

th
e 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
of

 t
he

 t
ex

t 
ag

ai
n.

 W
ha

t 
di

d 
th

e 
m

an
 h

av
e?

3.
	

D
id

 t
he

 v
an

 g
et

 a
 b

an
g 

an
d 

a 
ba

sh
?

Ye
s.

 ✓
1b

Th
is

 is
 a

 q
ue

st
io

n,
 n

ot
 a

 s
en

te
nc

e 
be

gi
nn

in
g.

 R
ea

d 
th

e 
qu

es
tio

n 
ca

re
fu

lly
. 

W
ha

t 
do

 y
ou

 t
hi

nk
 t

he
 a

ns
w

er
 is

? 
Lo

ok
 a

t 
th

e 
te

xt
. W

hi
ch

 p
ar

t 
of

 it
 w

ill
 

ha
ve

 t
he

 a
ns

w
er

? 
(P

ar
t 

2.
)

4.
	

Th
e 

m
an

 w
as

 s
ad

. H
e 

ha
d

te
ar

s 
on

 h
is

 c
he

ek
. ✓

1b
R

ea
d 

th
e 

se
nt

en
ce

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
. H

ow
 d

o 
yo

u 
th

in
k 

th
is

 s
en

te
nc

e 
sh

ou
ld

 e
nd

? 
R

ea
d 

al
l o

f 
th

e 
id

ea
s.

W
he

re
 in

 t
he

 t
ex

t 
sh

ou
ld

 y
ou

 lo
ok

 f
or

 t
he

 a
ns

w
er

 t
o 

th
is

 q
ue

st
io

n?
 (

Pa
rt

 
2.

) 
Yo

u 
do

n’
t 

ha
ve

 t
o 

re
ad

 a
ll 

th
e 

w
ay

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

.

R
em

em
be

r 
th

e 
qu

es
tio

n 
w

hi
le

 y
ou

 r
ea

d 
Pa

rt
 2

 o
f 

th
e 

te
xt

 a
ga

in
.

5.
	

Th
en

, T
im

 g
ot

 a
 p

os
h

ca
r. 
✓

1c
R

ea
d 

th
e 

se
nt

en
ce

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
. H

ow
 d

o 
yo

u 
th

in
k 

th
is

 s
en

te
nc

e 
sh

ou
ld

 e
nd

? 
R

ea
d 

al
l o

f 
th

e 
id

ea
s.

W
he

re
 in

 t
he

 t
ex

t 
sh

ou
ld

 y
ou

 lo
ok

 f
or

 t
he

 a
ns

w
er

 t
o 

th
is

 q
ue

st
io

n?
 Y

ou
 

do
n’

t 
ha

ve
 t

o 
re

ad
 a

ll 
th

e 
w

ay
 f

ro
m

 t
he

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
.

R
em

em
be

r 
th

e 
qu

es
tio

n 
w

hi
le

 y
ou

 r
ea

d 
th

e 
la

st
 p

ar
t 

of
 t

he
 t

ex
t 

ag
ai

n.

6.
	

Ti
m

 p
ut

 
 o

n 
hi

s 
po

sh
 c

ar
.

po
lis

h
1b

In
 t

hi
s 

qu
es

tio
n,

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
to

 w
or

k 
ou

t 
w

hi
ch

 w
or

d 
w

ill
 g

o 
on

 t
he

 li
ne

.

R
ea

d 
th

e 
qu

es
tio

n 
ca

re
fu

lly
. R

em
em

be
r 

th
e 

qu
es

tio
n 

w
hi

le
 y

ou
 r

ea
d 

th
e 

la
st

 b
it 

of
 t

he
 t

ex
t 

ag
ai

n.
 D

on
’t

 b
e 

tr
ic

ke
d.


