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Pompeii by Bastille 

Answers 
 

Retrieval and Recording 
 
1. many days 
2. they kept tumbling down 
3. c 
4. Does it almost feel like nothing changed at all? / Does it almost feel like you've been here before? / How am I 
gonna be an optimist about this? / Oh where do we begin? / The rubble or our sins? 
5. dust 
6. going to 
7. great 
8. from above 
9. the rubble or their sins 
10. they love it 
  

Context Clues 
 

1.  a   2.  c   3.  b   4.  d 
 

Inference (answers may vary) 
 

1. walls tumbling down, dust settled, great clouds, darkness from above, rubble,  
 
2. Great clouds means that they are huge and the darkness means they are covering the sky so not letting any light 
through. This is quite a menacing and suggests something bad will happen. 
 
3. Being positive when walls are tumbling and ash clouds are blowing out of a volcano is very difficult, especially if 
the character feels that their life is in danger. 
 
4. They were in a pose as the dust settled, it was their own city and they might be closing their closing their eyes to 
keep the ash and dust out or to ignore the horrors. 
 
5. They ask the questions: Does it almost feel like nothing changed at all? / Does it almost feel like you've been here 
before? 

 
Assessment  

 
1.  RR - You’ve / You have 
 
2. CC - d 
 
3. S - b 
 
4. CC  - to stay in one position, often one to make yourself look better / show off 
 
5.  INF - time felt like it went quickly 
 
6. INF - They could be walls around the city which protected it from the volcano and lava poured over and knocked 
them down? It could be walls of building destroyed by lava or rocks falling from the volcano. 
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