The Maya
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What are these
pictures
showing?

Why do you think
these artefacts are
important
archaeological



http://www.planbee.com

Did you know that the Mayan

writing system has over 800 glyphs?
Glyphs are signs that represent a word
or a sound. These could represent
animals, humans, gods or abstract
designs.
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Can you imagine
trying to translate
this text®!
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Did you know that the
Maya had a symbol for
zero before the
Europeans did?
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Why do you think only four

codices remain? What could have
happened to the hundreds or maybe
even thousands that the Maya had
originally written?
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via Wikimedia Commons

This is a photo of a Mayan codex at Chichen Itza.

Imagine how much more we might have learnt about
the Maya if these manuscripts had not been lost!
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This photo shows a stone
carving of a Mayan calendar.
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Did you know that the Mayan

Long Count calendar said the
world would end on 21st

December 20127
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One of the months, Uayeb, is only five days long to make up the five
extra days. These days were thought to be very unlucky so people

avoided doing anything risky during this month!
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What do you think
we would know

about them?

What could we
never have found
out?
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