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New Clothes for Alex by Mary Dickinson

“I want to go home,” Alex said as soon as they
reached the shops. “There’s too many people
here. Someone is sure to tread on me.”

“Of course they won’t,” said his mother. “And
we’re not going home until I’ve bought you
some new clothes.”

“I won’t wear them,” growled Alex, giving his
mother his very fierce monster stare.

To his surprise she growled back!

Alex’s mother went over to a shop window.

“Do you like any of those T-shirts or sweaters,
Alex?”

“No,” said Alex.

They moved to the next window.

“Do you like any of those shoes?”

“No,” said Alex.

They moved to another window.

“What about those trousers?”

“Yuk, they’re horrible,” answered Alex.

“Oh Alex,” his mother said sharply. “Where am
I going to find something you like?”
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Q1: Who are the characters in this story?

A1: Alex and his mother./Mum.

Strategy: Ask the children to listen to the beginning of the audio to hear again the 
opening of the story and to raise their hands when something in the story tells 
them the answer to the question. Remind them that the answers to ‘Who’ 
questions are people or characters. Also remind them that questions are usually 
asked in the order in which the answers are found in the text.

Q2: What did Mum do that surprised Alex?

A2: She growled back at him.

Strategy: Ask the children to think about where in the text they are likely to find the 
answer. Listen again to that part of the text and ask the children to raise their 
hands when they hear the answer to the question. Remind them that the 
answer to ‘What’ questions will usually be found in the text and it will probably 
be an object or an action.

Q3: Did they find clothes that Alex liked? How do you know?

A3: No.

Strategy:  Point out that this is a two-part question. The answer to a ‘Did’ question is 
usually either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’, but the second part is a ‘How’ question, which needs 
to be answered with an explanation.

 Ask the children to think about where in the text they are likely to find the 
answer. Listen again to that part of the text and ask the children to raise their 
hands when they hear the answer to the question.
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1.	 Alex said he wanted to go home.  Why?  Tick one.

	 He was tired.	 

	 He was hungry.	 

	 He wanted to watch TV.	 

	 There were too many people.	 

2.	 Alex gave his mother his very fierce monster stare.  What did she do next?

	

3.	 Which clothes did Mum and Alex look at? Tick three.

	 T-shirts	 	 shoes	 

	 shorts	 	 sweaters	 

	 vests	 	 trousers	 

4.	 What was in the last window they looked at?

	

5.	 Did Alex like shopping for clothes? How do you know?

	

6.	 Do you think Alex will find clothes he likes? Explain.
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